	
  

	
  

TREASURE HUNT
in Tallinn Old Town
(a UNESCO World Heritage Site)
Compiled by Elina Aslett with the contributions from Emili Tuulik and Ulvi Ratasepp
May 2012

Start your journey from Raekoja plats (Town Hall Square).
1. Rataskaevu Street. By the wheel well. Where did Satan use to have parties?
2. Niguliste Church. The only surviving piece of Bernt Notke’s painting Dance of Death /
Danse Macabre (15th century, originally 30 m long) in the world is in this church.
Which two professions’ patron saint is this church dedicated to?
3. Vabaduse väljak (Freedom Square). The Mayer staircase. How many lions are there on
the staircase?
As we proceed, you can see the Kiek in the Kök cannon tower, from the windows of
which one could peek into the kitchens of the buildings in the Lower Town.
A little further on our right, you can explore the Danish King’s Garden – the birthplace
of the Danish flag, where, according to the legend, the Danes were given their flag, the
Dannebrog, from heaven during a battle over Tallinn in 1219.
4. Toompea Hill. The Toompea Palace (the seat of the parliament) and the Pikk Hermann
(Tall Hermann) flag tower. Find 3 differences between the picture below and real life!

	
  

	
  

	
  

5. The Alexander Nevsky Cathedral. What is the person in front of the sun holding in his
hand?
6. Toom-Kooli Street. Why was the oldest school in Tallinn closed from 1893 to 1906?
7. Kohtu Street. At what address did the first president of Estonia live from 1922 to 1940?
8. Rahukohtu Street. What is the building of the Seat of the Government and the State
Chancellery of the Republic of Estonia called?
9. Patkul viewing terrace. The Towers Square. How many towers of the medieval town
wall can you see here? (Hint: the right towers have red roofs and weather vanes on the
roofs.)
10. Down the Patkul staircase. As you enter Suur-Kloostri Street, how thick is the town
wall? (NB! You can enter the tower here and walk on the town wall for a small fee.)
11. Oleviste Church (St. Olaf’s Church). Once the tallest building in the world (between
1549 and 1625, when it was 159 m tall)! Assuming that the size of each of the squareshaped window panes on the vertical window right above the main entrance is 1 square
foot / 30 cm x 30 cm, what would be the surface area of this window below the top part
with the flower?
12. The corner of Pikk Street/Tolli Street. “The Three Sisters”. Which architectural style
does this building represent?
13. Pikk Street. Who was the patron saint of the Tallinn Brotherhood of Blackheads?
14. Pikk Street. Which two species of animals look after the maidens?
15. The Püha Vaimu Church (The Holy Ghost Church). Where on this building can you see
the symbol IIII and what does it stand for (mean)?
16. Through Saiakangi Street, the shortest street in the Old Town. How is Lord Voldemort’s
pet related to the oldest pharmacy in Tallinn? Note: it’s also the oldest pharmacy in
Europe that has continuously been in business in the same building.
17. Vene Street. As you enter through the “gate of heaven”, you find “the house of God”.
When was it renovated?
18. Katariina käik (St. Catherine’s Passage) – the craftsmen’s street. Draw the coat of arms
from the tenth tombstone, counting from the left.
Proceed to Müürivahe Street and then to Viru Street. As you get to Viru Gate, climb the
Viru Gate Hill, aka Kissing Hill (Musumägi), and hand in your answers to the organisers
of the game. (Note: in cold weather, hand in the answers at the McDonald’s restaurant by
Viru Gate.)

Extra points can be received for indicating the addresses or the names of the buildings on
which these fragments can be found:
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