
TREASURE 
HUNT

Mobility 5 - Spain

Escuela Oficial de Idiomas de Mieres
El Batán, 33600 Mieres

Tel.: 985453154 - Fax: 985 453313

TEAM 1
Armand-Belg
Kairi-Estonia
Anton-Croat
Riitta-Finland
Ritvars-Latvia

Ana-Spa



You are at the 
Campoamor 

Theatre, where the 
ceremony for the 
Prince of Asturias 
Awards is annually 
held.  Walk round the building anticlockwise 
until you see an oak tree. This tree does not look 
very special but it was planted in memory of 
“El Carbayón” a centenary oak tree that was 
a landmark of the city and gave its dwellers 
their nickname of “carbayones.” The original 
“Carbayón” stood in what now is Uría Street 
and there is a commemorative bronze plaque 
marking the exact spot. Look for it and find out 
in which year the original “Carbayón” was cut 
down.

Now turn round and walk back towards 
the Campoamor Theatre. Next to it 
there is a square called “La Escandalera” 

which means something like boisterous in Spanish. 
This is its popular name and the origin is not 
clear but has stuck despite several attempts 
at official renaming. Inside the square there is 
a sculpture by Colombian sculptor Fernando 
Botero popularly nicknamed “The Fat Lady” 
what is the real name of this work of art?

Walk on down Uría 
Street and turn right 
at Milicias Nacionales 
Street where you are sure 
to meet a famous American 
film director!! Take a group 
photo with him.



The building of “la 
Caja de Ahorros” 

is another landmark in the 
city. Its clock chiming can 
be heard everywhere and 
has signaled the passing 
of time since the 1960s. 
Which tune does it play 
every hour? (You may 
have to ask a local)

At the end of San Francisco Street, on 
the corner with Ramón y Cajal Street 
you can see a solid building made of light 
brown stone built at the end of the XVI century. 
In the atrium inside you can see the statue of 
Archbishop Fernando Valdés Salas, Inquisitor 
General from 1547 to 1566. 

What is this building and why does it contain 
a statue of a prominent member of the Spanish 
Inquisition?

C r o s s 
the road. 

Halfway along the 
street you can see 
Confitería Rialto. 
They are the proud 
creators of the delicious “moscovitas” pastries 
typical from Oviedo. 

Go inside and find out what the ingredients 
are. 



Cross the road at Mendizabal Street 
towards Porlier Square. Here you can 

see several interesting buildings. On your right 
you can see the Palace of the Counts of 
Toreno, a Baroque building from the XVII century 
that nowadays houses the Royal Institute of 
Asturian Studies (RIDEA).

D. José María Queipo de Llano, 7th Count of 
Toreno, historian and politician was born in this 
palace. Do you know in which year?

Now walk 
a r o u n d 
the square until 
you meet Williams 
B. Arresemberg, 
the traveller 
i m m o r t a l i s e d 
by the artist 
Eduardo Úrculo.

Describe The Traveller, what is he wearing and 
which objects does he have with him?

Next to it you can see the Palace 
of Camposagrado also built in the 
Baroque style in the XVIII century. 

What is it used for nowadays? 



Walk towards the Cathedral, which 
stands in  Alfonso II el Casto’s Square. 

In this square opposite the cathedral, there is a 
small chapel consecrated to Our Lady of Hope. 
It is called the Balesquida Chapel honouring 
its founder and benefactor Balesquida 
Giráldez a rich and pious lady that lived in 
the XIII century. She gave the Taylors’ Guild a 
hospital and in return she asked that the Guild 
celebrated a mass in her honour every year. 

This tradition that originated nearly 8 centuries 
ago has lived on until these days and it is 
called Martes de Campo (Country Tuesday). 
In one of the balconies you can see an object 
that reminds us of the origins of the Chapel by 
the Taylors’ Guild. What is it?

This is the coat of 
arms of the city of 
Oviedo, notice the cross 
and the angels. Walk up to 
the Cathedral’s Archway. 
See if you can find the 
cross and the angels and 
take a picture of it when 
you do. 

As you walk 
out of the 

Cathedral turn left 
and you will find 
yourself facing San 
Tirso’s Church. This 
Romanesque church 
was nearly destroyed 
by the Great Fire in 
1521. It was rebuilt in 
the XVIII century but 
the only original feature preserved is a three-
light window similar to the one in the Asturias 
logo.

Find the window and take a picture of it.



Walk through Santa Barbara’s 
Passage into La Corrada del Obispo, 

a beautiful square with interesting buildings. To 
your left you can see the Baroque facade of the 
Cathedral cloister, built in that style when they 
added a second floor to the gothic cloister. On 
25th May 1808, following the popular uprisings 
in Madrid against Napoleon’s occupation, 
Asturias declared war on Napoleon! 

The declaration of war was read from the 
balcony above the entrance doors. Take a 
picture of this historic balcony.

Turn left into San 
Isidoro Street. 

On the left you can see  
San Ildefonso Martínez 
Street. Although this is the 
street’s real name most of 
us know it by a different 
one. Find out what that 
name is!

At the end you will find  La Plaza del 
Paraguas, Umbrella Square. It used to 
be the milk market and the umbrella-

shaped structure was built in 1929 to give 
shelter to the milkmaids. Take a group picture 
under the umbrella.



Now walk along Máximo y Fromestano 
and at the end of the street turn left. 

Walk along Mon Street for a short distance 
and turn right into Trascorrales Square. This 
used to be the milk market before 1920s when it 
was moved to El Paraguas Square.  Nowadays 
there are a few nice restaurants around and 
many tourists and locals come here when they 
go out for dinner or lunch. 

Read the menus or ask someone and find out 
the name of a typical Asturian dish.

Now you know this is the coats of arms 
of our city, you have seen it before! This 
time you will have to find a similar inscription 
and also the cross of the angels on the facade 
of another landmark: the Town Hall. 

What can you see below?

1. a door
2. a balcony
3. an arch
4. a window



Now walk down to El Fontán Square. 
Fontán is the Asturian name for 

fountain. In the 12th century this area was a 
natural lagoon fed by several springs and a 
recreational area for the local nobility. Peasants 
and merchants soon started to come to sell 
their products, and this was the origin of the 
street market that we can still see nowadays. 
On Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays you can 
buy here fresh fruit and vegetables, flowers and 
clothes. Walk around the square and try to find 

“la bella Lola” It’s the statue of a woman sitting 
on a bench that looks away. It is a replica given 
as a present by the village of Torrevieja in the 
South of Spain and it represents the suffering of 
women when their sons, brothers and boyfriends 
go off to sea.  Find her and find out how long 
she has been sitting there.

Next to El Fontán Square there’s another 
small square: Daoiz y Velarde. Go there 
and look for two women that have come from 
their village to the marketplace to sell their 
goods. One of them will have something for you!



Where were these pictures taken?



Thank you 
for 

playing 
with us


